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REPORT OF RAIP on HOLILANDSCHESCHUUR SALIENT
By 10th Bn "QUEENS" R.W.S.
84th February, 1917

T

At 4.550 pm 24th February 1517 the 10th Bn "Queens" R,Ws.
sucessfully rai&ed the HOLLANﬁSéEBSCHUﬁé SALIENT as far
back as the second line i.e. N.18b.24.583 to N.18b.86.93
Many Germans were Killed, and 1q0ff£cer-and 54‘N.C.Oa-;nd
other ranks have been captured: The majority of the
Prisoners belonged to the 133rd I.R., (Saxons) Their Orricer
was a Prussian, Three of them belonged Lo the 202 Mining
Company. The Identifications were normal, A mine shalt
sunk Irom the side of the crater at N. 18b 20 8C was successiully
Plown up and with it some Germans who were concealea in it
and rerfused to come out, The cellars under HALLANDSCHESCHUUR

FARM were found %o have been converted into a conecrete

shell-proof dug-out and arter extracting four prisoners from

it, 1t was blown up. Another concrete dugout was blown

up on the N.E. side of the SALIENT, The trenches on the
N.E, side were round to be}?airly good condition, but those
on the W, side were nearly obliterated, Four neavy machine
guns were round firmly fixed %o conereie emplacements,

One was removed and brought back, the other three could not

be unfixed and were therefore blown up,
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REPORT ON OPERATIONS.

i, ARNY SCHEME,
- The and Army assumed the offensive on the 7th June,
917 from S,.,E., of YPRES to PLOESSTEERT WOOD, The 4lst
Divisional Front from right to left was:-

(1st Stage) i%24th Infy Bde, 153pd Infy Bde,

{8nd Stage) i24th -Infy Bde, i.ind Infy Bde,

- ‘The three objectives, which were respectively the
"RED LINE", "BLUE LINE" and "BLACK LINZ" are shewn on the
attached nmap,

%. BRIGAD" SCHEME,
@ Brigade was disposed for the attack as follows:-

On the right.....i0th Bn "Queena" R.7.S. Regt.
In the centre....%lst K.R.R., Corps, ‘
On the left......3%nd Bn Royal Pusiliers - from
Trench 0.2.7, central to
Oe3,%, central.
" eeeessB6th Bn Royal Fusiliers, within
the sane limits.

.  BATTALION OBJECTIVES,

ist Objective - The enemy's front and support lines,
including Nos., 4 = 5 Craters, fron OASIS DRIVE (inclusive)
n the right to 0ASIS STREET (exclusive) on the left ‘
RED LIRNE),
- Final Objective - After passing through the
20th Royal Fusiliers at the DAMISTRASSE (which was tle ir
objective) the three trenches, 0BSTACLE AVENUE, OBSTAGLE
SUPPORT and OBSTACLE SWITHH, from GOUDEZENE FARM (exclusive)
on the right to a point on OBSTACLE SWITCH 260 yds %o the
left (BLACK LINE), _ :

40 SBI Y . f 5
gmediatoly prior to the action the Battalion was
disposed in depth, from the front line trenches as far back
as G,H.Q. Advanced Line, The movement to the assembly
position was commenced at 5 hours before ZERO, _

The assernbly of the Battalion took longer and was more
difficult than was anticipated owing to congestion in the
trenches and enemy shell fire. One Bergeant and 2 Other
Ranks were wounded on the way, and several casualties
occurred actually in the position. However the Battalion
was up to time and all stores distributed for carrving over.

5. DISPOSITICHN, ;
- : RO I SRATERS . North ESSINES RIDGE, fronm
ﬁrﬁ%ﬂoﬁ' g’g P%ﬁ%??gg?&% J.g;@&_?gﬁrﬂ 'ﬁ%‘ﬁv%ég,fve waves Jbeing '

in the Front Trench and ° waves behind the parados. on

our right a gap to allow for the explosion of mines under

Nos. % & J Oraters, with the 21st K.R.R. Corps beyond,

On owr left the 20pd Middlesex Regt, being the Right Battalion
of thelfiiprd Brigade,

6. VANCE,

General direction 157° true bearing. The 4 waves
were at only 80 yards distanee to enable the :6th Royal
Fusiliers, iusediately in rear, %o clesr our Front Line
Defore the enemy's barrage dropped on it,
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NARRATIVZ (Contd)
Front Line,
e Ve got into touch with the 3ist K.R.R. Corps on

the right and the 13th East Surreys on the left lrmediately
on arrival on the BLACK LINE, Toe -

i

8. QUR ARTILI=RY,

The barrages throughout were entirely satiasfactory
and the few casualties caused by them were only due to
the mend eagerness to push forward, There is no doubt
tiiat the power and precision of our artillery during both
the preliminary bombardment and the action 1tself enabled
the infantry to carryv out the programme without the _
slightest hitch. The accurate shooting not only destiroyed
the enemy's defences and morale of his men, but inspired
our troops with the confidence which is necessary for
complete success.

" ENEMY ARTIIILERY,

During the assembly his enfilade fire from the
North East caused one or two casualtles. At Zero minus
% minutes his barrage began to open on our front trench
and part of NO MAN'S LAND, in response to the rocket calls
sent up fronm his Craters during the preceding 15 minutes,
eausing several cammalties, including one offleer -
gnd Lt, GOSLING (killed). During the action the Battalion
was well bejond his Dbarrage, which seemed poor and
ineffective, He devoted a good deal of attention to our
original trenches and communications, with a view %o
cutting off reinforcements. After the capture of ihe
DAMMSTRASSE his shelling of that line and the RED LINE,
where the Battalion spent two hours, was weak and the iwo
hours walt caused us no serious trouble, After the
capture of the BLACK LINE owr troops holding it were not
inconvenienced by his shell fire at all, though he searched
the ground between them and the DAMMSTRASSE with Whizz-
bangs and kept OASIS DRIVE under the fire of hls 4,.4s,
He was obviously searching for our advanced 1& pounder
positions with heavier shells, but having lost observation
made popr shooting.

a0, COIIMUNICATIONS,

The Batt=lion signallers, under 2nd Lieut,
HOME-GALL, with the invaluable help of Sergt SCOBLE,
did most excellent work throughout, On arrival at the
RED LINE Battalion Headquarters were established in a shell
hele B0 yards behind the left of it. and the power buzger
was lmunediately brought into position and messages sent
to Brigade Forward Comnmand Post. A-line was laid to the
Brigade Forward Station 3¢ minutes after Zero and
dommunication was in good- working order by telephone at
that time, also be Lucas lamp to Divisional Visual
Btation at H.,5Cd, €.3,

A wire was started towards the 133re Brigade Forward
Btation at RUINED FARM 6 but owlng to-dust and smoke
direction was lost. A linesman however connected up
with "B" Detachment 135rd Brigade. Visual signalling
Was carried on between Battalion Headquarters and the
Companies at the other end of the RED LINE, At Zero
plus 30 minutes Battn Headquarters moved up to a point
80 yards behind the left of the DAMMSTRASSE, the power
buzzer heing handed over th "B" Detachment Brigade
Forward Station. Commmication was established by
telephone with that Detachment within a few minutes.
Several messages were sent to aeroplanes by panel, and
all Gompanies were in touch by visual, A disc message
asking for lengthening of harrage of the BLUE LINE
opposite PHEASANT WOOD was picked up and trnnanittedfby

j':

—;
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SOXTUNICATIONS (Contd) -
telephone to . C.E, (143rd Brigade), and by aeroplane pmel
to contect plane, The messasge reached the ,,,13 3
and wae promptly acted upon, Several nessages fm'*
the Battalion on -the left were transmitted throuah owr
station to th 23 ..“L,ade }iea.dquar'rerd. On the‘ w8
advance from the DAMISTRASSE the Battalion Signalli: b sy
Sergeant and the % linesmen followed the last wave, '
laying out wire, and 6 :‘a’-j.nutes wfter the capture of the \ ¥
Black Line were ir. dlrect co: ;LL\.!liC‘ti'Dil with Battallon
Headquarters, [ tly afterwards the Sattallion Head-
quarters moved ur to ?_u: WoOD .an® a line from there
was linked on %o is line, thus establishing communication
with all Cok_‘,-uz es and with Brigade Forward rarty.
Hote, arrivael &t the RED LINE THe man in
charge of the *r'ohlane panel was temporarily missing,
but successfu_ communication with ae ro‘,lane was
established by waving signalling. flags parallel to the
ground,
11, AEDICAT, ARRANGEMENTS,
tretcher bearers per Company advanced with
the Batt:*linn Af extrs stretcher bearers remained with
the Battalion M.0, at the R,A,P, These latter were
pushed forward by him some 1i hours af'er zerop and
cleared the ground forward, The schene worked out
satisfactorily, all wounded were got away in reasonable
time and the ‘?. _ was never over-crowded,

AIRCRAPT,
One or t{wo enemy. machine:
nd a palr of ‘.C‘.;’-:.’; brought down

but there were Large nunbers of our machines in action
and no eneny m ",;Lir 8 was =“-)1 i low over our troops
’l‘hc contact planes were o , Ly in evidence ‘_ "
got several messages taken by m besides

- LA

signals.

!}v ” ™

1dhi 9
one tank reached the Battalion final
remainder on the Bri"adfa pm* t all broke

before reaching the DA ST ASDE or Just
The going was obvi (»‘.So" ~.:}_ ns., ilaposslible for
and 1t 1ia ?.st.r'nfzh,....;: : un ie of them got as
theyr diaq, Their ser were fortunately
never required, .

14 CASUALTIES,

-8 e 2 RN

The casusl ties were slight and
occurred hefore leaving the DA STRAS SE, y
officer casualties four occurred near the enemny £ ront
line, The total casualties are 6 officers and 163
cl)t,her ranks, including 8¢ at present unaccounted for.
(None fell into the enemy's hands) The strength

2]
golng into action was 17 officers o*.“,"r ranks,
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38nd, (S) Battn, THE ROYAL FUSILIERS,

REPORT ON ENEMY ATTACKON MORNING Sth AUGUST 1917,
ON BATTALION FRONT, .

PRELIMINARY 1, At 2 am the enemy commenced shelling our forward
BOMBARDMENT, - area heaviy, At 3.3 am this increased to an
intenseé Dombardment, with shelling of back areas,

vids pAriod and LurougiouL uLa2 ACuion, LUZIrE Was
120=8 108

4 4m Lo auvanc2d LiSvening postu in Iront ol our
4210 vompany witaarew Lo our iront Llin® with
inlormation thalL wn® Zn-my wis advencing on oul
iine,

~doiX #T1ACE, 4. Ten minutes later the barrage 1ifted on our Support
1line and the attack developed under cover of the
fog and smoke bombB., oS0 far a5 this Battalion
is concerned, the attack was confined to the left
half, the extent to the 1left of that not being
known, The frontal attack was held off by rifle
and Iewis Gun fire, but a break through on the
right of the Battalion on ocur left allowed a
party to get Pehind our line, Half a dozen of the
enémy were dealt with there and several further
attempts were made on our front and left flank,
but the 1line was held in its entirety and the
attack stopped at 6 am,

REINFORCELENTS.5. lajor Robinson who hAd been inspecting the line
during the night and was present throughout the ag
action, went back and brought back personally
tWo platoons from the supports during the attack,
Obher reinforcements were sent up from Battn., H.Q .
{vice para, 8.)

ENEMY DIGGING 6, After 6 am. the énemy were seen to be digging

IN. themselves in on a line about 150 yards in front
of the left half Battalion and-he opéned machine
gun fire which rendered movement difficult and
caused casualties, This was replied to by rifle
and Iewis gun fire which was seen to cause hinm
losses, aa was the case with our rifle fire
during the attack itself, the men having made such
use of them that they became too hot to hold and
Several bolts jammed. The enenmy's digging was
interfered with as much asxpossible,

SITUATION 7.3y 6.30 an the situation had become normal, though

NORMAL. itwas. uncertain what the position on the left
flank was, Tt was ascertained at midday that the
€némy occupied about 100 yards of JEHOVAH TRENCH,
viz. north of the Klein- Zillebeke road,

COMMUNICATION 8. At 4 am the enemy's barrage was suspected of being
on our front, but the only means of communication
besides runners, viz, visual, was rendered
imposaible by the fog. A power buazzer sent up.
the day before had not yet been got into Working
order. The first information from the front 1ine
was received by runner at 5,35 am,
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REINFQRCEMENTS 9, Two platoons were Iorthwath ordered up fr'f:.m
FROM H,Q, the reserve coy,undar C&pt. Thoz‘bum, Wno :
‘ was instructed to carry out & counter attack if
néccessary, otherwise to remain as a
reinfércenent, The tWo Supporting platoons
of the lLeft Coy. were found to have been called
up by the Battalion on our left and were not
available, This situdtion arose from the fact
that the position taken over by them from the
outgoing Battalion was westhof the Klein
Zillebeke Road, therefore out of our area,
At 5,50 am a telephone 1line was run out fron
Bn. H.Q. to the visual station &t I1.36.4.05.65
and hAlf an hour later the Battn, Signalling
Officer was sent out to lay on a new line from
there to the front line, 3y 7 an communicatpn
was through but very shortly the wire to the
ViSual Station from H.Q'S was cut to piecesﬁ.
Both Battn, & Coy. runners were used freely after
6 am and rendered valuable service though Slow,

ARTILIERY, 10, The hombardment wes very severe and the Whole
(ENEMY) - area back to Bn. H.Q's was heavily shelled
: : réndering the movement of reinforcements difficul

CUR ARTILIERY11, At 4.30 am a slow rate of fire was obtajned
through the Artillery Laision Officer and shortly
atter county:battery work was begun, The enemy
however did not decrease his fire and counter
battery work was continued until midday,

Wish to draw your attention to the fine

behavicur of the Officers and men goncerned in
répelling the counter attack, Major Robinson D.§ 0O
Who was inspecting the line at the time,

organiseéd the defence and took a personal share

in the fighting, particularly when leading a few
mén againsat the party of the €némy which had got
round to the rear of the centre post in the
forward 1ine and killing half of them and disperain
the remainder, after both the Lewis Guns on his &
flanks had been put out of action, His already
proved qualities as a Tighting soldier made his
presence invaluable and his Courage and coolness
Weré nost inspiring, I cannot apeak too highl

of this Officgr. "8 -y F

Capt, H.%, RIRBY, conmmandi the Co

involved shewed most Splendig couraggpzﬁg
resource, He was S8éverely wWounded by a
bullet in the hangd @arly in the action, but
tarried on until well after the Situation had
become normal, in Splte of severe pain,

204 Lieut, G.if

the only officer on that sector
not being relieved until iz hours after the
attack, His behaviocur and-personal bravery
wWas sp@endid throughout,
The other officers Concerned, who also did
very fine workwere:n
“nd Lieut C.F. COOK (Kiiled)
- " ® HeW, HUTTON who was Wounded
3 o . @t carried on,
F.H, KENNER (Wounded in
the shoulder and
’ carried on)
A/Capt, J,M, THORBURN %ho brought up
reinforcements fromthe
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MENTION td
ECon ). Reserve Company and was very severely wounded,

(Since died of wounds)

OFFICER CASUALTIES,
Sl N ol ieke
Died Of %unds......lﬂ
Wounded, . ...eersensets

BEPORT by Sergt, CLARK,
About a quarter to four our advanced bombing poat sent Dback
warning by a2 runner that enemy were advancing on left front,
The Post fired and withdrew %o the Strong Post Line, wWhen the
Lewis Guns and rifies opened fire, Major ROBINSON sent me about
4 am on right flank with Lewis Gun team, I had not until then
seen any of the enemy, About 4,10 am a barrage was dropped
all round the Strong Point and kept-on for 10 minutes, when it
1ifted to Support Line, I then heard our-z@en opén fire,
which was maintained for several minutes, I could atill see
no signs of the enemy and posted one team thus:i-
Myself and No. 1 watching front. :
2 men half raght:; 1 man half left, and 1 man Watching rear,
The firet warning I had that they were behind us-was from the
man watching behind, who shouted and fell forward, I saw about
12 Germans advancing towards us from the rear, having got round
our left flank, We fired a magazine at them With the Lewis
Gun and withdrew towarda the Support Line, as /were not in touch
with anything, We withdrew about 10 yards at a time and opened
fire at each psRk halt, When we reaching Support Line they
were' 'standing to” but had not seen the "S,0.87, I told Sgt
FOSTERammiixk& and he gave me a rummer to go to B.H.Q., The
Lewis Gun team were attached to Support Line,
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REPORT

on

OPERATIONS, 20th to 83rd September, 1817,
3224 (S) Bn The ROYAL FUSILIERS,

GQNCENTRAT]“N A
The Battalion marched from TATINGHEM (St OMER

area) to MURRUMBIDGEE CAMp, LA CLYTTE, in three
consecutive days, X

17 th, Moved to RIDGE WOOD,

Night 18th/19th moved to MOUNT SBORR-L area,
digging in about-500 yards W, of CANADA STREET
TUNNELS (Bde Hdars) - Battalion Hdars in TUNNELS,

At duekx on 18th evening enemy put ereéping
barrage,mos tly 4,2 and 5,9 H,E,, across the area,
caus ing 80 casualties, including the Battn Signalling
officer (Wounded).

ASSEMBLY

Night 19th/20th Battal ion moved into Assembly
Position in-file -along CLEMSONS LANE to
SHREWSBURY FOREST, its front resting on the road
running North from just West of LOWER STAR POST,
1t8 right being immediately behind LOWER STAR pOST
and ite left on the road 250 yards North of that
point, Assembly completed 2 hour before Zero,
With twe casualties, -

DISpOSTTION,
In support on the Right of the Brigade Sector,

50 yde in rear of the 1l0th "Queens" (the attacking
Battalion of the Right-Sector) whose-waves Were
closed up 8o &8 to occupy 75 yds depth from front
to rear of the Battalion.

The 17th K,R,R.C,, 39th Division, on the right,
the 26th Royal Fusiliers  supporting the 2lst K.R.R.§G,
on the left, -

Battalion disposed as followse -

"A" Cog (right) and "B" Coy (1eft) in front line With
"D Coy, ¢right) and "C" Coy (left) in Support.

A1l Coye, with 28 platooms in front Wave and
1 platoon on 2nd wave, each wave being & 1line of
section® in file.

The wh-1© Batt&jion cloeed up tc a depth of
76 yarde,

THE ADVANCE,

At Zero hour, 5.40 am, (Summer time), the
Battalion advanced in close formation immediately
behind the 10th "Queens", thus escaping the
eneny barrage wgich dropped & few minutes later
we 1 behind the Battalion - the assembly having
been carried out without being ob8erved Dy the
enemy's forward posts.

There Was no obetacle to the advance in the
first 200 yards, but at about that oint very heavy
machine gun fire was opened from JAEA DRIVE on the
1eft front from shell holes and from the trench
oppoB8ite the centre, causing very heavy casualties
amongst the 10th "Queens" and also amongdt the
Battalion.

(1)

-
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(2)

4, . The Advance (Contd)

The attack was definitely held up in the centre
and the majority of the officere of the Battalion
became casualties, including the Acting Adjutant and
tWo of the Company Commanders, & third being hit but
remaining at duty,

The 10th "Queens™ @Geased to be & fighting unit
but "A" Company, under 2nd Lf, CHRISTIE pushed on
on the right, and "B" Company, under the C,S5,M,,
got forward on the left, moving out of the Battalion
Sector.

This relieved the pressure on the centre and the
Whole line was enabled to presgreas, though the
check had lost the Brigade the benefit of the barrage,

In 8pite of this there was no serjious ogoﬂition
encoun t@red between the RED and the BLUE LINES
though the enemy Machine Gun fire and 8niping from the
oppo® ing ridge was heavy and accurate,

By © am the BLUE LINE was captured butthe units
wWere exiremely disorganised and owing to the heavy
casualties, which amounted to about 50% of the
Battalion, it was found impossible, in face of the
H.,G. fire to organjse a further advance,

The Battalion had captured the first twp
Objectived (which h&d been assigned to the attacking
Battalion in front of it) and wae unfitted for any
further effort beyond holding the ground gained,

At about this period the 17th XK.R.R.C, on the
right were re-inforced by a battalion of the
Cheshire Regt. and a portion of the latter, seeing
how thin our 1line Wa8 took up their po8ition on
the left of our right party.

& portion of the Left Company of the Battalion
had moved sg far acroes to that flank that they
finally dug themselves in on the oPpoalanEE 8lope,
about 200 yards beyond the BASSEVILLE K, on the
extreme left of the Bde Sector, together with a
pérty of the 26th Royal Fusiliere, while parties of
the 218t X,R,R,C.and 1gth X,R,R,C, Were behind them
Wes t of the BASSEVIILE BEEK,

Thereafter the Machine Gun fire of the enemy,
partly from the oppoBing Slope and e8pecially from
the rather low ground oppo8ite the Division on the
right, became, and remained, very serious, making

movement even by indiwvuals very hazardous, and .
effectually preventing any movemeént by bodies of men,

The sniping too Was very accurate,

At about 4 pm and 6 pm the enemy were reported
to be massing oppogite our front for a counter-attack,
but our 8,0.5, Barrage waé prompt and prevented any
developments,

The Brigade was re-inforced by the 123rd Brigade
and ordere were given for the 23rd Middlesex to
asgenble on the left of the BLUE LINE and attacked
the GREEN LINE at 9,30 am on the 218t in & S,.8.E,
direction. F ot

Great diffiedlty was experienced in assembling
on the Bomewha&t vague line then being held in the
face of continual Machine Gun fire and increased
Bhell fire, The advance was begun, several dugouts
were captured and cleared, but after about 300 yards
the advance was definitely held up by Machine Gun fire
from undemaged concrete dugouts and from trenches.

(2)

- -

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference W0O-95-2644-3 124.jpg

(3)

4, The Advance (Contd)

During the morming very effective Machine Gun
fire was brought to bear on the oppo®ing ridge
from 8 Machine Guns posted just benind our RED LINE
a8nd also from rifles in the BLUE LINE but by noon
the attempt was abandoned and the BLUE LINE became
8gain ihe ultimate line of the ground captured in
these operations, and was held by mixed elements
of the two Brigades,

The Battalion was relieved on the nighta
22nd/83rd snd 23rd/24th.

5. ARTTLLERY |
(a) OUR BARRAGE,

-t At Zerp hour the barrage gave the impression
of being Some 3560 yards away instead of 150 yards,

and in fact the attacking troop® being held up near
the start, never got really under it., The distance

of the Bmoke and duBt-cloud was undoubtedly due in
part to the fact that no H.,E, was observable in

the "A" Barrage, and this employment of & shrapnel

"A" barrage appeared to be ineffectual in keeping
down the fire of the forward enemy Machine Guns.

(b) 8.0.5, BARRAGE,
- This was exceedingly prompt and effectual.

(c3 ENEMY BARRAGE,
- - Started well behind our assembled troop8
and was only 8paSmodic during the Whole of the 20th,
On the 20th night and during the whole of the
folloWing two days and nights it was very heavy on
the area from the origzinal Front Line back to the
18 pounder 1ine, wWith occasional heavy bureéts on
the forward area,

6, TRENCH MORTAR BATTERY

Did not come into action. They might be
very useful if brought up well after the advance
when there would be & better chance of the teams,
With their ammunition, arriving more or less in-tact,
They could then be most usefully emploved in
barraging Strong Pointa against which 14 Would Dbe
impos&ible to employ a fresh artillery barrage
Without a good many hours delay,

7. MACHINE GUNS,

(a) OURS, The Machine Gun Barrage fire was,
of course, unobservable durin- the ddvence, but
during the comBolidation of the BLUE LINE 3t
8ppears to have been & valuable addition to the
Artillery Protective Barrage.

The Machine Guns allotted to t=e Batalion-
reached a splendid podition immedjately behind the
RED LINE and were extremely useful in harressing
the enemy on the oppo® ing ridge, at a range of 950
yards, - During the 818t they found many bargets
on that ridge and were-of great assistance,

(b) ENEMY His Machine Gunse in the forward
line bobi in dugouts and in trenches, were unaffected
by thegﬁg foé and the morale of the teams

(3)
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MACHINE GUNS (Cgontd)
Was un to & high standard - they fought their guns
until flanking parties had got well round their
poB8itiona,

During the whole action enemy Machine Gune wWere
very active from the oppoding 8lope, &and cgne gun
firing from oppo8ite the next sector on the right
Wwes able to Bweep the whole of the Bat talion poBition,
ingluding the low ground argun%t.h_e BASSEVILLE BEEK
éna é?uﬁ&?%ﬂ erpred-Giowds Wever-partisut of action.

8. SNIPING AND RIFLE FIRE,

(a) OURS, Sniping poor, great lack of
individual effort. Rifle fire was used Dy groupe
very largely, particularly after reacihing the
BIUE LINE, S0 much 8p that, while wajting for
further supplies of 8,A,A,, the m&in party on the
right was us ing enemy rifles and axmunition of whjich
they had captured large quantities 6 &and fired aome
thousands of rounds in &2sisting lo cover tne
advancegtixm of the 183rd Brigade.

There was abundant evidence thai whenever
the enemy Decame eXposed to fifle fire his res istance
ceased at once,

(b) ENEMY, Sniping g-od, continuous &nd
very harsasssing. The individual couresge and
determination fof the enemy WMEKXXBEY When in a fajirly
good protected position, was very well exemplified
by this,

Rifle fire of other description apparently nil.

®. COMMUNICATIQNS,
: (a) IELEPHONJC: The Brigad Forward
Station-at R,P,1 was never out of touch with the
Bde Hdqrs for mere than a few minutes,
The wires were cut by sheli-fire & good m&ny times,
but the work don® by the linesmen Was prompt and
courageous and fleserves special mention.

(b) & POWER BUZZER was in action S8cgon after
the post was established and was a valuable
auxiliary.

(c) VISUAL was used only on the extreme left
of the Brigade Sector, where one of the main .
partiese of the Battalion was, No 8ignallers reached
the right of the BLUE LINE,

(d) RUNNERS, Mo8t valuable and efficient.
Continuous commmication Wa8 majntained With a1l
partiee after the attaimment of the 2nd Objective,
and the work done by this branch of the Battalion
was of outsatanding merit.

(e) WIRELESS was not used,

(4)
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10, SUPPLESS,

) S,A,A,, rations and water were sent up by the
Brigade, &nd most of tnem reached Battn Hddre and
were distributed to parties in front. But the
shelling of back aress wgs particularly neavy on
the 2lst and 22nd and the conducting of carrying
parties presented very reat difficulties,

The forward Battalion dumps Were not used,
partly owing to tne shortaze of men available for
sending back, and partly because as tnis Battalion
had not been in the 1line PBefore the 20th there wWere
nené Who ¢ould be depended on to guide a party lo
the right 8pot. Shortage of men Was a hampering
factor on every oacesion of any 8ory throughout
the operations.

11, MEDICAL
The work of the R.A,M.C. bearers appeared to
be very good in Bpite of the large number of cases
to be dealt with. The evacuation of the wounded
was made comparatively easy Dy the fact that about
70 per cent of the casuasltie® must have occurred
before reachinz the RED LINE,

In the forward &area great use waa made of
enemy prisonere a8 bearers Who, cyénerally
gppeaking, behaved very well in this respect,

T would Buggest, however, that a practice be
made both by Battalions and the R,A,M.C, of
carrying and erecting & number of 8mall sign-pos te
to indicate the direction to 2nd poBition of R.A.Ps
and Bearer Relay PoBta,

12, CASUALTIES,
- Officere O.Ranks,
- 35
(a) . 5
T io 224
4 29
14 283

-— T S e “—— W——
— T - g T, —— v — .

0f the total sent up 77% officers hecame
casualties and 60% other ranks,

Of the 4 Officers "Missinz" 1 wee subsequen ily
Killed end the other 3 Died of Wounde,
.he 28 Otnher Ranks " " 8 have since been
ried ¥illed in Action, =nd 4 Wounded,
the Wounded have died.

t least 70% of the total casualtie® occurred in
the attack on the RED LINE and were caused by
bullet wounds,

(8)
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13, POINTS auggested by the OPERATIONS,

- -

(a) BARRAGE, 18 Pounder Shrapnel is
ifneffectual in dealing~with M,G., Emplacementa and
has little moral effect,

It also produces very little "line" for the
leading waves to follow. The impression
produced on me personall® at Zerp hour was that,
although I wae ahead of my Battaiion and within
70 yards of the leading wave of the front Battalion,
the barrage was over 300 yards in fronit of me,

Sugzested that "A" Barrage be entirely H.E,,
and good deal of shmapnel being used in "B" Barrage
to cateh enemy retiring from forward poste across
the open.

(b) RIFLE FIRE, Was good when carried out
by parties under an officer or senior N.C.,0., but
Individual effort if lecking, men being too apt
to 11e in 8hell holes with their heads well down,
not realizing that every British eniper will assist
in Reutralizing enemy Bniping.

(c) GRENADES, Men have ngt learnt the
value-of this weapon &gaing i N,G, Emplacements
and Strong Pointa; the want of realism in training
is partly respomnsible.

(d) LEADERSHIP AND INITIATIVE,
This 42 -the pivot of the whole question of Bucceds
in such operations. The importance of it hss
not been overlooked in tré&ining but it 18 clear
that too much attention cannot be paid to it,
The difficulty of the advance was enhanced
enormously from the timé when 14 out of 18 officers
became casualti®es by the want of confidence of
the N,C,08 in themselvea ands of the men in their
R,C.08,

(e} MINOR TACTICS, A great, deal of training
hee been devoted {o the principle of flank attacks
on enplaceménti® and strong peint8, and this was
carried out in praciice on geveral occasjions With
complete and immediate Buccess; but time and
livesa are still 1lo8t through it not ing
universaily applizd,

(f) The formation was too denée,
It Would appear impracticable to attempt, once the
adaance has begun and if any oppoSlilicn i8
encountered, to open out twWwo Battalions from a
total depth of 150 yards or Bo to tueir proper
depth and &% the same .ime rstain efficjent
orzanization and control.

10.404917 'S) Bn The Royal Fusiliers,
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